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African Abolitionists:

e James Africanus Beale Horton ( 1835 — 1883)
* James Hutton Brew (1844-1915)
* David Asante (1834 —1892)

 Francis P. Fearon (? —1897)



James Africanus Beale
Horton (1835 — 1883)

* “Domestic slavery is the great cause of that
lazy habit and immorality which are
traceable on the gold coast. .. This is not a
time for mincing matters, and my friends on
the gold coast must understand that i speak
of the natives at large; and although a few,
comparatively very few, hard-working men
may be found in the coast towns, yet still, by
their keeping domestic slaves, they are
supporting an institution which has a most
deplorable effect on the rise of their
country.”

West African Countries and Peoples, British and
Native: And a Vindication of the African Race
(Cambridge Library Collection - Slavery and
Abolition) 1868




Horton; on how to abolish slavery
in the Gold Coast

“Let it be proclaimed that cape coast, Anamaboe, Accra,
including Christiansborg, are for ever to be regarded as
free towns. That slavery, under whatever shape or form,
should no more exist there ... that none of their inhabitants
should hold or sell slaves; and that anyone violating the law
should be rigidly prosecuted by law, and, if found guilty,
severely punished. That any slave coming within these free
towns from the interior, or whatever place, should repair to
the forts, and there receive his manumition [sic], and
become thenceforth a free man. In these free towns the
lands should be divided into lots amongst the people. ..
Each slave on being freed should have a portion of land
given him for building and cultivation, and the authorities
should take steps to encourage location, and thus by
degrees concentrate the interest of the whole of the
protectorate on these free points.”
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Undersecretary of the Executive Council,
Fante Confederacy

The Gold Coast Times (in 1874) and The
Western Echo (in 1885). ‘Brew Press’
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James Hutton Brew
(1844-1915)

JOMAR MUTION aeen

“The government must purchase land or acquire some
territory by treaty with the kings and chiefs on which it
could keep, maintain and support the slaves emancipated
by it, before it talks of the abolition of slavery”

or freed slaves “will not be able to find home nor resting
place as they will be driven from village to village, from
plantation to plantation, until they find their emancipation
an incubus on them, and some of them as they travel
inland will find themselves transported across the frontier
and resold to the Ashantis from whom they were
originally bought”

Gold Coast Times “Editorial” November 30, 1874, 53.



1834 —1892
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Francis P. Fearon ? - 1897
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Conclusion

What is benign slavery?
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